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Historical Significance:  The Shakers {officially, Believers in Christ's Second 
Appearing) commenced in England in 1747 and came to America in 1774 under the 
leadership of Ann Lee (1736-1784) . Their arrival in Harvard goes back to the 
visits made here by Mother Ann between 1781 and 1783; and more specifically to 
her initial visit late in June of 1781. The purpose of her journey was to visit 
those in parts of Connecticut and Massachusetts who she counted among her 
"believers". Her first night in Harvard was spent in the village of Still River 
(about two miles to the south of the house), and the next at the home of Isaac 
Willard who lived within site of the Square House, at the spot where the South 
Family was to be located,  upon entering the area where the Shaker Village now 
stands, and making the acquaintance of the residents. Mother Ann declared "I 
have seen you all"1- referring to a vision she had while still in England.  She 
determined that this would be her headquarters and although at first meeting 
with some resistance from the residents of the area, eventually won their love, 
trust and faith in her "divine mission". 

The Harvard Society, which was organized in 1791, grew, prospered, and then 
entered a period of decline before it was officially disbanded in 1919.  The 
Shaker House was designated a Massachusetts Historic Landmark in 1966. 

Architectural Information:  The building was commenced by the Shakers in Harvard 
in 1794 and was occupied in the summer of 1795 as an office, with living 
quarters above.  It was purchased by Miss Clara Endicott Sears, founder of the 
Fruitlands Museums, and moved some five miles from its original location to its 
present site at these Museums in 1920.  Nearly two years of effort were devoted 
to the preparation of the building before it was opened to the public as a 
museum in 1922.  It is presently situated in a rural setting on a hillside that 
overlooks the Nashua Valley in central Massachusetts.  The view to the west and 
north includes Mount Wachusett, Mount Monadnock and the Shirley Shaker Village 
(1793-1909) .  The building is a simple two-story rectangle measuring 
approximately 31'-7"X 22'-6".  It is sheathed in yellow weatherboarding with 
white trim.  It rests on a low granite foundation and has two chimneys.  The 
four-panel front door is surmounted by a four-pane transom.  The windows are 
six-over-nine and the gable roof is slate.  There are two dormers on the front 
and a skylight in the rear. The first floor has a central hall plan with two 
rooms on either side.  A single-flight of stairs leads to the second floor where 
there are three rooms that were formerly used as living quarters. 
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General Comments:  Today this building contains a representative collection of 
Shaker furniture, pieces now much prized by antiquarians.  Doctrinal strictures 
against decoration and an emphasis by members on the functional use of furniture 
saved these objects from excessive ornamentation.  These considerations resulted 
in a simplicity of line that is pleasing to the eye and reflects the Shaker 
sense of order and neatness. 

In reflecting upon life in the Harvard Shaker Village between 1884 and 1889 
Arthur West tells us: 

What a pleasant sight it was to those of us who can 
recall, to see the Shakers drive into town - a light 
express wagon drawn by a splendid draft horse with the 
two sisters on the back seat and a brother driving on 
the front seat.  There was something so restful in 
their appearance! A drive through the village or a 
visit - they always gave one a deep sense of peaceful- 
ness and contentment.2 

The Shakers exemplified in their lives the precept of Mother Ann Lee: "Put your 
hands to work and your hearts to God." Although the Shakers still exist today 
(1981) in greatly reduced numbers, it is the intent of these Museums, through 
the presence of the Shaker House and its associated exhibits, to preserve for 
visitors of the present one of the significant influences on the history of this 
nation. 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Sears, Clara Endicott, Gleanings from Old Shaker Journals,  Houghton Mifflin 
Company, Boston and New York, The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1916, Pg. 38 

2. West, Arthur T. , Reminiscences of Life In A Shaker Village, The New England 
Quarterly, June 1938, Pg. 360 

Prepared by: Richard S. Reed 
Director, Fruitlands Museums 
August 1981 
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Project Information: 

The documentation of the Harvard  Shaker House was undertaken  by  the Historic 
American Buildings  Survey   (HABS)   of the National Park  Service's  National 
Architectural and Engineering  Record   (NAER)   in co-operation with  the Fruitlands 
Museums under  the direction of Kenneth  L.  Anderson, acting chief of HABS.     The 
field  recording  was  conducted by  Richard Cronenberger,   the  project  supervisor, 
and by David Marsh,  Jr.  and Paul  D.   Dolinsky,  architects,  all of the Washington, 
D.C.   office  staff,   during   the  spring of  1981.     The  drawings were  produced during 
the summer of 1981 by  student architect Ellen Talbot   (Cornell university).     The 
written data was edited  in  the  fall of  1981  by Susan McCown,   HABS historian,   for 
transmittal  to the  Library of Congress. 


